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ſeverally been inſtrumental, | aſſumed the form | of a 


ſtem and. eſtablit d itſelf in the chriſtian world. To this 
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which the e men have formed in — * 
_ age, and form in our own, chat ſtrong oppoſition, Which has ap- 
Peared to Religion and Truth. To the ſtrength of that oppoſition, 


in every period, the apoſiles evidently looked forward with the 


- deepeſt concern. They ſaw the ceaſeleſs ſhocks, that Chriſtianity 


muſt undergo— They knew under how fearful a ſtruggle! it was to 


be ſupported They dreaded the great fight of afflictions that would 
be endured” by its faithful friends—They lamented too, and that | 
deeply, the miſeries that muſt be incur: by its miſguided foes. 


Hence came that ceaſeleſs fervency 1 with which they preſs their con- 
verts to war a good. warfare, and / ght the good fight, and to put on the 
whole armour of Cod. Hence came that particularity of detail, with 


which chey enumerate the Various principles that might change * 


Dilciple into an Apoſtate, and would characterize every adverſary of 


the Goſpel. —They held up the mirror to ew any man, before he 


took an hoſtile part, what muſt be his principle and what his error: 1 
that { lo, if poſlible, he might be firuck and reclaimed i in time —It 
was, therefore, to be expected hath in their writings, the primary 


principles of future diſaffection to the goſpel of Chriſt would be 


placed in a clear point of view——In the text they: are diftinaty laid 


down: one i 18, the Feoelling word of 4 vanity, the other, the tuft of the 
Fiſh. It } is indeed true, that oppoſition to the goſpel may not at all 
ximes take the fame turn. As to this, "the! faſkion of the times, 
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thrown by Enthuſiaſm in one age, and by Libertinifm in another; 
the Evidences of the. goſpel may at one time be queſtioned and 


ences.—In the way 


" truth, obſtruction may be 
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Permit me then to call your attention to ſome obſervations 
ch I have now to offer on each of theſe head. 
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By the feoelling word of vanity, i 1s manifeſtly implied, that arro. 
t * which diſdains what is s written in the book 1 A and 


tic Ra — vj; pride of 9 — bee e in 


thou ght, and precipitate i in deciſion, it either creates or aggravates. 


7 
* 


errors and evils; and Innovations, at once weak and violent, it 


1 


confidently holds up as wiſe and uſeful improvements. 8 uch then r 
che Thing — —With its. lad effects every path of truth has been oc- 
nally auerrun ? Hut of all & thoſe which are of greateſt 


- 


weight and importance, are the very firſt on which i it will chooſe 
to fix. Religion, Morals, Government, have been all fo deeply 
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| _ each of them branching off into many collateral Particulars. But 15 
| Either fookſhly overlooks, or hardihy veſiſta ? I 
many; and among them ae is, that C 
Faft; and alledges demonſtrations ſo numerous, ſo clear, and ſo 
ſtrong, that they wo 4, in all caſes, but that of religion, put to 
; | ſilence cavil at reputed 4 ties. The act is prov! Lis 
and his Apoſiles made appearance in the world, delivered | 
/e doctrines, and ſupported their commiſſion naked 4 5 Th } 
tes to them. To the ſtrengih of the evidence which was felt, 1 
| the /ivelling 60rd of : vanity, has nothüng to oppoſe but its f- 
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Teſtimony of men. But weak as this exception is even againſt 
„how much weaker muſt it ſeem againſt 

Hides; at. once. ink  Breſeience, and. of Power ? Such double E ,VIde! 
were, however, preſented to the Author of this exception, and, 
oe are preſented alſo to us. —That che Jews ſhould ſurvive not. 
only the overthrow of their own Nate, but. alſo the moſt powerful 


nations, and at length be converted and reſtored And, that 
the knowledge of tha goſpel, though commencing in one ſmall 
country, and from twelve men only, ſhould extend, from Faſt to 
Weſt, among the ſeveral nations of the then known world, and, 

at laſt, among the reſt, Chriſt and his Apoſtles 410 prediat ; and 
to their predictions the divine. Omnipotence has adjuſted the order 
of things and train of events. Much i is already verified, and 50 
remains, in God's appointed times, thall receive its accompliſh- 
ment.— This caſe involves many miracles of Preſcience, and many 
miracles of Power ; and the accompliſhment of them is, in fact, 

before our eyes, and adds preſent - demonſtration to traditional i 
2e/timony: —Yet, underneath fuch accumulating evidence, the ſchool. 
of Deiſm, and even the ſchool of Atheiſm has been opened and 5 
frequented —And ſo will it be, til the human heart ſhall become | 
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— 


7 — 
2 g 
4 A * rad ks 
[a * 


N e 


. o 


Morality, too, as well as Religion, hath- fallen un 


' its ſtrictneſs; and inſiſted on its 
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the very things which 


mined them to be.—It has contended; that the Vices of t 
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Individual have beneficial effe&s on the Public—It has deli 
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which is abſolutely impoſſible, Ali men on the ſame 


à labour unweari- 
„the enemies of all Religion 


Government have dared to urge upon thi | 
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om the: repreſentations hitherto made, however parti 


„it appears, that at all times, and eſpecially in our own, 
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ments of. the blind Guide, or the inſidious 


ion and of th 
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genuity, ſitted to a the! pl auſible and adventurous; I 
: | There is and will; be to among others, Lia ort of perverſe 
N credulity, alte to f render them A willing prey to the ſimp 
and bold Sophiſm. They are exactly ſuited to each: other; 

Mi | + Reaſoning of the Teacher to the Simplirity of the Diſciple; for 
how abſurd ſocyer; may be the Inventions; of the ont, they 
fy. caught u Pi:and: -cagetij,enfoted. by the 
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words of vanity. ö 


s account. — Men might believe. the» Thoory, yet without: coming 
forth to ſupport it They, ini) tbe: gained over t to an 3 
| but {till be not diſpoſe ed to enforce it! by actual ſtru le other 
| Cauſes, therefore, without doubt, concur and bring on mY 
which this, of itſelf, would have failed to produce. And thoſe 
| concurrent cauſes the ſubſequent part of tlie text expreſsly names, 
j allure through the, luſts of the Held. And theſe indeed, are 
ſuch Confederates, that none can calculate the extremities. x 
to; Which their cooperation may 1 ther uman heart. When 
the violent Appetites of the, Senfunlgemand indulgence ehen 
Malice inſpires revengeful crueliy When Want, reſulting from 
Extr: aVagance, can open, Dew urces in plunder When Pride 
„ can ſee the means to level; os Ambition to climb Bad men will 
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whether civil or religious, t that hath, appeared i in it.— From w lence 
come wars and ' Jightings among - you2. Come they not unn hence, even Y 
of * tuſts, that war in PM members? | 4 


ments to the purpoſes of ambitious Policy. When a ſcheme of 2 
religious and moral Corruptions, calculated, in all its parts, to i 


might, under artful management, be continued in the fame 


ſcheme gained them, they would be prepared to force it upon the reſt. 


ver they can 4. BY has 
u principle of every ſedu- 
0 girt thus to' cheriſh been the evil tendencies of the 
regalo favourite Luſts, and to diſcard irkſome Virtues; 
tering to every man the very gratifications for which 
larly n. h him as a Partiſan and Agent 


demi in the ee is e be ja every pr Miſchief | 


. 


1 in "he ha Church hex 8 been 18 as 1 


exalt an eccleſiaſtical Superior into a temporal Supreme, came 1 


forth into operation, it was addrefled not to men eminent for _ 1 1 
their underſtanding and virtue, but to the lower claſles of man- 7 
kind ; to thoſe who, 1 in dark ages, were leaſt capable of judging 
between what was plauſible only, and what was true; and who 


ignorance. At them the inſidious Aim was pointed and, if the 


For them, chen, it Was moſt craftily framed. On conſtruẽtions 
D of 


of Scripture, which Ignorance muſt take upon truſt; a" pernicious 
turn was given to the Goſpel- doctrine of Pardon. Subſtitutes for 
Virtues of every name, and Atonements for Wickedneſs of any die, 
were unreſervedly diſpenſed and bad men were gratiſied with 
the inſidious ſecret, that they might be wicked with a clear 
| Conſcience ; ; and that there were ſtated terms on which, ſaving 
Faith and proſligate Manners would become conſiſtent. The 
ſcheme widely and dreadfully ſucceeded; and though the blow 
Pierced the ſides of religion and virtue, and truth; yet ſince, 
at the ſame time, it opened an unbounded field for the grati- 
fcations of men's paſſions and appetites, too many were found 
who joined to give greater impulſe and effect to it. 

The caſe. was much the fame reſpecting the great _impoſture 
of the Eaſt. In an artful Accommodation to reigning manners 
and excefles :—in a Promiſe of a voluptuous Immortality, its 
great power of Attraction lay. It gratified | and therefore 
it perſuaded. Had ir placed Interdiction, exactly where it 
placed Indulgence, even the Sword would not have given it 


the e, Which it has obtained, and till holds in the 


— 2 —— 


: world. 


And, indeed, at all times, . and among every people, when 
the purpoſe has been to pread deluſion of any ſort, the ſame 
courſe 


2 


7 


„ e 
courſe has" invariably been purſued. On the lower Ranks of 


Society, debarred, as they generally are, from that Cultivation 
of the reaſoning Faculty, which would. qualify them to decide 
juſtly, the plauſible Theory againſt the eſtabliſhed order of 
things is eagerly preſt. To Diſcontent is ſhewn the proſpect of 
| Change, —To the Ear of Rapacity | is directed the project of Cons 
fiſcation.—To the Leveller 1s preſented the proſpect of uncon- 


trolled Demolition to the ſelf. condemned i in heart, is addreſſed 


the Plea for diſcarding the tyranny of Conſcience, and the 


belief of a divine Judgment in a future State. To every ve- 


hement, every ſordid, every ſenſual feeling, the reſpective object 
is preſented and, Nature, unfurniſhed with previous Principles, 


and unhabituated to/ the reſtraints of Diſcipline, becomes firſt a 
* and then a Partiſan. 


; So it is, that we have htely ſeen a road made to a nation's 
miſery ; and all the bad tendencies of a miſguided Multitude, 
embarked in a Conſpiracy againſt all the good Senſe, and all 
the Virtue of which the reſt of the Public was poſſeſſed. 


Thus, the feoullin Fa 3285 of vanity and the allurements from the 


lufts of the fleſh, have been, and are, the principal Movers, in the 
manifold ſtrugg zles againſt Religion, Morality, and Truth. — And, 
on the view of the whole of What has now been offered, it 


will 
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1 
to all good and thinking men, 2 ons fink 


queſtion, how the divine Intereſt in the World, Which is the 
Advancement of human Happineſs, by the improvement of 
human Virtue, can be beſt ſupported in oppoſition to powers 
fo inceſſantly —_ erakily * ed, and ſo generally and fond 
ü abetted. e ys 


That this great Intereſt ſhall be perpetually ſupp 


Gnally triumph, is the Promiſe of God.— And in that divine 


Promiſe every virtuous and pious mind will find its laſt and 


great Reſource. From thence it will derive conſolatioen 
and confidence. Still, however, on the preſent fate of the 
public mind in this and other countries of Europe, 10 cannot 
but look with a very ſolicitous and fearful Eye. W That the. End 


will be, we may know :—But it is againſt intermediate Hoſtility, 


againſt what may now impede, that we have this great Intereſt 


of God and Man to, ſupport. How that can beſt be done, 


„ of counſe, be a queſtion, hich Duty, Piety, and Virtue, 
will unitedly and inceſſantly ſuggeſt, And One primary thing 


there is, on which A/ muſt depend; and 75 hat is, to affect the 
mind of the multitude, and gain it over to the Intereſts of 
Religion, Virtue, and pe Senſe. How many, alas! how many 


arc there, whoſe example muſt take the lead, and yet take no 


care to form the Example, that will lead? Theſe are > they to 


whom 
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and diſplaying them in ſuitable manners and conduct, ever 7 4 
an, to whom others, be they few or many, look up, will 
render to the public an ineſtimable ſervice. If he will not do x 
this, his Rank, his Wealth, his Popularity, are things in a fatal A 
place, and miſchiefs at once to mankind and to himſelf, —But 27 wg f L 
if he will do this, if he will ſhew to men what they ought to be, 
by what be is, the weight he would throw into the ſcale of public g bY 
Worth, and public Happineſs, is beyond all calculation. Here "i 5 1 
then muſt be placed one countervailing effort againſt the Power 8 ww 
of miſguided Reaſonings, and luſtful Appetites, among the Bulk OP 
of Mankind. And may Heaven grant that it may be imme- 
diately and univerſally applied! But ſucceſsful Efforts herein can 
never be made without that Union aud Concert among the 
F riends of Truth and Virtue, which the Foes of both invaria - 
bly hold. ; 


i Another neceſſary thing it is alfo, to extend, as far as may 
be, among the lower Claſſes of men the beneſits of found and 
religious Education. . It is among the Ignorant. that bad men, 
and weak Sophiſms, and violent Appetites, have moſt Effect. 
But as far as religious Principle and a right Judgment of 
things can be imprinted upon the public mind among the lower 


E | orders, 
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Aber 10 Wer will the deſtined FY of the Deceiver: be refs 
cued from his Power. And for this laudable purpoſe there is 
no Application ſo promiſing, As that which is made: to the ſy 


Generation.—The preſent" is advancing to the concluſion of its 


Career. —On the ſucceeding Race, then, how. much with reſpect 


* 
* 5 


to the country depends? The men of the 0 preſent day hold in 

truſt the public Mind of the enſuing Age. And, that ſo pre. 
cious a depoſit, may be guarded from evil, and foruarded to 
good, and be confirmed in it, God in all his Exhortations- and 


Nature through all her Relations, authoritatively, repeatedly, and 


tenderly plead —They plead | to the Parent, to the Houſeholder, 


to the Teacher, to the Neighbour; in behalf of the Child, the 


Family, the Diſciple, the Neighbourhood. In theſe lie the trueſt 
riches of the Public; and, if under ſuch a truſt any one dual 


permit them to turn out uſeleſs or immoral, he is falſe to his 


Country, to Nature, and: to God; and will continue to be the 


Author of miſchief, even when he has no longer a part to a& 


in this life. 
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In all chat can be done towards theſs inconiparable ends of 
eg and (forming ' the general mind, and of extending and 


conſirming the dominion of Religion and Truth over ſucceſſive = 


Generations, great indeed is, and ever mut be, the Right ard 


effect of the clerical  Fundtion. 2» 11 mul not only take "A mare, 
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ral hes and 


or can do, is à queſtion of the = 


| ve within'.its reach » | - 8 


The well regulated Pariſh gf a good Paſtor is ſo affecting ang 
5 bopeful 2 ſcene to every moral and humane feeling, that we Ny, a # 


eee 


cannot contemplate it but with the utmoſt pleaſure, and reaſon „ 


the warmeſt aſſurance from ſuch a local to a, more gener 
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lt is the carne: of - the purchaſed" poſſeſſion, to which, . bh 
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riſtians, we. look forward with longing Alt is the opening 
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that conſummate State, in which there ſhall be no more, any 
thing that maketh a lie, nor any thing to corrupt the Virtue, or 
„ wound the happineſs of Chriſt's true and faithful Servants.— On 
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the reverſe of the Raue as virtuous and affectionate. man can 


look, without a deep ſentiment of pity and regret for the Tndividuals, 
„„ and the Community. Luſts and Paſſions will be left at 8 

open the car to Irreligion, as to their natural Friend and Ally— 
b animal and ſenſual parts of man's nature, uſurp over 


- - _ what is rational and ſpiritual in him.— Then ſucceeds; in certain Ys 
1 5 progreſs, the general ſtupefaction of the noble Faculties; and . a 
1 Hr 5 not only Virtue, but Spirit alſo will be loſt; and every weak 
: „ : Suggeſtion, every wicked Propenlity, changing indeed each moment, 
but proceeding from bad to worlſe, will prevail over their 3 | 
> A willing victim . multiply. and aggr avate his weak and . 5 


Surrenders to follies and vices of every N ame and. Enormity, — Pe 5 
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ue.—May the great Aut 
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en, and Us, the Clergy, 
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uman Mind, the Source and Guardian of all that is 


true, and right, 
to make, in every poſſible Way, and at every A 


united and patient ſtand in Support of Reaſon, * 
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. uſneſs and vouchſafe to give his Ble 
of all his faithful Servants! That ſo we, to 
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